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Dear [Constituent]: 

Thank you for your letter of _ 


■ { ■*' ' V, . - 1 \ ^ 

~ relating to 

•\ 

Professor Norman Redlich, who is serving as a consultant to the 
President's Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy. 

Security requirements for federal employees are governed 
■"by President Eisenhower’s .Executive Order Ho. 10^50, which provides 
that "The appointment of each civilian officer or employee in any 
department or agency of the Government shall he made subject to 
investigation. " ’ Such an investigation is being made in the case 
of Professor Redlich by the Civil Service Commission and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. This investigation is not yet complete. 
Pursuant to E. 0. lOb^O. when it is complete the facts which have 
been developed, will be evaluated by the members of the Commission, 
who will then determine whether a security clearance should be 
granted to Professor Redlich. The members of the Commission are 
Earl Warren, Chairman, Richard B. Russell, John Sherman Cooper, 

Hale Boogs, Gerald R. Ford., John J. McCloy, and Allen W. Dulles. 

Earl Warren is Chief Justice of the United States. Messrs. Russell, 
Cooper, Boggs, and Ford are leading Democratic and Republican members 
of the United. States Congress. Mr. McCloy is former High' Commissioner 
of Germany. Mr. Dulles is former head of the United States Central 
Intelligence Agency. 



i 


I understand, that Professor Redlieh is presently a meicber 

of the National Cornell of the Emergency Civil Liberties Corbitt ee, 

and that this organization is under suspicion in some quarters. 

/ 

However, -it is a basic American tenet that a. person be, judged purely 

on his own merits. There are certain organizations, such as the 

/ 

r 

Communist Party, whose professed aims are in such basic conflict with 

that of our Government that a. member of the organization must 

/ 

automatically be regarded as a security risk. I have been given to 

/ 

understand, however, that the professed aims of the ECLC are to 

/ 

"challenge the validity of repressive laws . . . [to] protect the 

/ 

individuals and organisations which seek to exercise their political 

liberty . . . [and] to create an overall atmosphere of freedom' 

in which the repressive measures will have been repealed and in 

/ 

which the country again will come to appreciate the benefits to 

/ 

t 

be derived from the free' expression of dissenting opinion." Whether 

or not one subscribes to these aims, they cannot be regarded as 

inconsistent with those of our Government. Occasionally, of course, 

/ 

; 

an organization's actual aims are subversive, although its professed 

aims are not. ' The House Un-American Activities Committee, which lists 

/ . . 

/ 

the ECLC in its Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications, 

has apparently concluded that the ECLC is such an organization. 

/ 

Since I have' not read the record, on which the House Committee 
bases this conclusion, I am unable 'toj personally^say whether it 

f 

is correct. I am certain that the Civil Service Commission and the 
Federal Bureau, of Investigation will attempt to determine whether 

the actual aims of the ECLC are subversive, and. that if they are, 

/ 

the Commissioners will take that into account. However, it must be . 



recognised, that in any event the essential 'question is.Iihy did. 

/ 

Professor Bedllch Join the ECLG? If his purpose vas to advance 


its professed, alias, which are not/subversive, it would certainly 

/ If' 

he contrary to the American system to deny him a clearance. !'\Under 

sjjdzS? t <r> ^ ovA- 

/feie#- syste^ the Commissi 

Redlich and not that of persons with whom he is associated. I 




on must judge only the loyalty of Professor 


can chink of few groups of men who are "better able to make such a 
decision than the members of the Commission, consisting of some of 
the foremost men in this country, J representing various shades of 
political opinion, ^andr^ncludingi-therp^^eaN-Iohg- cimetliead -of- the- 

t 

/ 

Central-fEnteliig^acerrAgeney* 
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